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Objectives for TodayObjectives for Today’’s Discussions Discussion
• Introduce CalHIPSO

• Describe the historical context and
evidence for success of the Cooperative
Extension Service framework

• Demonstrate CalHIPSO’s value
proposition

• Describe how and when your providers can join CalHIPSO and
begin the journey to transform healthcare.





ARRA and HITECH: An Unprecedented Opportunity

“After Weeks in

Limbo,

It’s full Steam Ahead

For Health IT”

“Baucus ToutsRole of Health ITin Health CareReform Efforts”

“HITECH Act
Offers

Opportunity,
Challenges for

Medical
Providers”

“Health Care

Stakeholders

Stump for Health IT

at Senate Hearing”

“WidespreadEHR AdoptionCould IncreaseEvidence BasedMedicine”



Through the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical
Health (HITECH) Act of 2009, the Federal government has aligned
incentives and support for health IT adoption and meaningful use.



What Are the Medicare and MediCal Incentives?What Are the Medicare and MediCal Incentives?
• The HITECH Act authorizes

incentive payments for eligible
Medicare and Medicaid providers to
achieve “meaningful use” of certified
EHR technology.

• By 2015, providers are expected to
have adopted and to be actively
using EHR systems in compliance
with the “meaningful use” definitions
recently released by the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services.

• Medicare-participating physicians
and hospitals that do not reach this
goal by 2015 will be subject to
penalties under the Medicare
program.



What is a Regional Extension Center?What is a Regional Extension Center?

•Providers seeking to achieve “meaningful use” of EHR technology
face a variety of challenging tasks. Because experience has shown
that local technical assistance can result in effective implementation of
EHR systems, the HITECH Act, through the Office of the National
Coordinator (ONC), authorized the creation and funding of Regional
Extension Centers (RECs).

•The RECs are intended to furnish assistance, both educational and
technical, to help providers successfully implement and achieve
“meaningful use” of certified EHR technology in accordance with the
objectives of the Act.


